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INTRODUCTION. 



■am 



To underftand the economy o£ the vifcera of 
the abdomen, and, confequently, to compre- 
hend the pathology or difeafed {late of thefe 
parts, it is of the flrfl importance to attend to 
the connections of the hepatic fyftem. The 
liver and flomach and inteftines form the ex- 
tremities of one fyftem of vellels, the vena por- 
ta. The vena portse is aptly enough defcribed 
as a tree, which fhoots its roots widely amongfi: 
the membranous vifcera of the belly, and ex- 
tends its branches into the fubftance of the li- 
ver. The bile, which is the peculiar fecretion 
of the liver, being colleded from the extreme 
branches of the hepatic fyftem, by the branches 
of the dudhis hepaticus, flows ^nto the inteftines ; 
and as it is their peculiar ftimulus, it holds a 
iway over their anions, according to the quan^ 
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tity and quality difcharged into them. The ex- 
citement of the inteftines, again, has a recipro- 
cal influence upon the glandular vifcera, and 
particularly upon the liver ; becaufe, on the ex- 
citement of the inteftines, depends the velocity 
of the circulation through them ; and the re- 
turning blood of the inteftines is fent back, not 
into the heart, but through the vena portae, in- 
to the liver. And thus, in an obvious manner, 
are the inteftines and liver conneded ; namely, 
the inteftines with the liver, by the biliary fe- 
cretion, and the liver with the inteftines and 
ftomach, through the medium of the circulation 
of the blood in the vena portae. 

As I introduce the proper fubje^l of this pa- 
per with fome notices of thofe difeafes of infan- 
cy which depend on the liver, it may be ncccf- 
fary to preface thefe remarks with a fhort ftatc- 
ment ^f the change which takes place in the 
fyftcm of the liver after birth. 

During the dormant ftate of the fottus, if I 
may fo exprefs myfelf, whilft it remains in the 
womb, the fundtions of the feveral organs are 
unexercifed, and the mafs of blood adapted to 
the growth of parts is fupplied by the mother. 
The organs, therefore, which in the adult arc 
fubfervient to the fupplying of the blood with 
nutritious matter^are unemployed in the foetus. 
The ftomach, inteftines, and glandular vifcera 
of the belly, have as little connexion with the 



economy as the imdiflended lungs ; and thus 
imperfedlions in thefe vifcera are attended with 
no obftrudion to the fyftera, until the child is 
born ; as organic defe<% in the lungs, and in 
that part of the ftrudhire of the heart which ii 
fubfervient to the circulation through the lungs, 
ihow themfelves only when the lungs have af- 
fumed in part the fun<^on of the placenta. 

After birth, a complete revolution takes place 
in the circulation of the blood through the or- 
gans ieated in the abdomen. By the a^on of 
the mufcles of infpiration, and the confequent 
diftenfion of the lungs, a new route is opened to 
the blood flowing from the right fide of the 
heart ; and the united and forcible exertion of 
both ventricles, which was required for the ex- 
tenfive circulation of blood through the body 
of the foetus and through the foetal part of the 
placenta, is now divided ; and the pulfation of 
the chord, therefore, becomes weak, and the 
fundion of the placenta is loft. The fyftem of 
the child now depends on its own powers, and 
the fecondary effed of the change of the circu- 
lating fyftem falls on the abdominal vifcera. 

The chief efFedt produced on this part of the 
fyftem is the interruption of the fupply of ar- 
terial blood to the liver by the umbilical vein ; 
for now all the large venous veflels of the liver 
come to be entirely fupplied by the returning 
blood of the inteftines, by venous blood, and by 



blood which moves languidly through the vif- 
cus, owing to the limited fource, namely, the 
veins of the flomach, fpleen, and inteftines, 
and the great comparative lize of the veins in 
the liver. 

Now only is the circulation, which i^ peculi- 
arly adapted to the liver, eftabliflied ; now it is 
that it performs its fun£)ion, and that ftimulat- 
ing bile is fecreted. The effedt of this is the ap* 
plication of a new flimulus to the inteftinal ca- 
nal, and a confequent evacuation of the meco- 
nium by this natural purgation. 

That, during the foetal date, nature feems 
careful of maturing and giving importance to 
the liver, is evident from its great fize, which 
is unnecefiary, except as a proviiion for early 
childhood. 

From this view of the fyftem in infancy, the 
importance of the healthy adion of the liver 
muft be acknowledged, and the following Eflay 
will illuilrate the baneful cStd of its diforders. 
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ESSAY 11. 



ON THE 

BOWEL COMPLAINTS 

MORE IMMEDIATELY CONNECTED 

WITH THB 

BILIARY SECRETION, 

And ptrtkularly of 

ATROPHIA ABLACTATORUM. 



\\rHETHER the introdudory fiatement and phy- 
fical connexion will fully explain the fympathy 
between the liver and the inteftinal canal, is a 
curious quefiion ; but it is fufficient for my 
purpoie, that this fympathy does exift, and is fo 
great, that the one organ cannot be difordered 
without a correfponding derangement being 
produced in the other. It is, therefore, a ma- 
terial objedt, in confidering the inteftinal dif- • 
eafes of children, to point out how far the liver 
is concerned in producing thefe difeafes, in ag- 
gravating them, or in aflifting in their cure. 

I 



The Kvcr fhows its healthy or difeafed ftate 
by the nature and efieds of the bile which it 
fecretes. To adopt the arrangement of Bianchip 
this fecretion, in a morbid ftate, may be redun- 
dant, diminifhed or altogether obftrudted, * or 
depraved. In the difeafes, of which I am about 
to treat, it will be found in all thefe ftates. In 
the difeafe, which I have termed the Atrophia 
Abladatorum, in the firft place, it will be found 
fuperabundant, and eventually it will appear to 
be poffeffed of unufual acrimony. In the Iderus 
Infantum, there is often a complete obftruflion 
to the pailage of the bile. 

Taking thefe difeafes in the order of time in 
which they occur, I fhall firft mejxtion that fpe- 
cies of jaundice which attacks infants a few 
days after birth. This is always an alarming dif- 
eafe ; for when infants do recover, it is with 
great difficulty. It generally comes on about 
the third day after birth ; for it is necel&ry that 
this time ihould elapfe before th9 complete ab^ 
forption, and fubfequent depoiition of the hile 
into the blood, can take place. It is attended 
with languor, flatulence, and bilious urine, and 
continues many days, or evcB weeks: Some- 
times it goes gradually away^ but generally ends 
in a fatal maraimus. 

When this diieafe is fataU it, in all probabi- 
lity, is fo from an original malccmformation in 
the liver ; for we do not find, upon 



that it IS a difeafe of the hepatic or of the dom- 
mon dniks, which, though fomewhat contraded, 
from the thickening of their coats, are always 
pervious. The malconformation is probably an 
impermeable thickening of the beginnings of 
the hepatic dudt, or, as they are called, the Fori 
Biliarii. 

This difeafe has been fuppofed to arife from 
an obflrudion of the biliary du6ts forcing the 
bile back upon the liver ; the obftrudlion being 
occafioned either by meconium, by mucus, or by 
vifcid matter clogging the dudhis communis ; or 
by the milk coagulated in the ftomach or duo- 
denum ' , diftending them fo as to make them 
prefs upon the du6k. On fuch flight caufes may 
perhaps depend that fpecies of jaundice de- 
fcribed by authors *, Which disappears in a few 



* Dr. Hcberden, whofe opinion is always entitled to the ut« 
mod deference, fays, *' That it has been fuppofed that an in* 
<' farfiion of the duodenum may be great enough to hinder 
<< the efflux of the bile \ but this may be queftioned, if we re- 
*' fle£i, that the duodenum has feldom any folid contents in it, 
*' and that if it fliould be fo plugged up by them, or compref- 
<< fed by the other inteftines, as to hinder the pai&ng of the 
*^ bile, it would, for the fame reafon, be incapable of admit- 
'' ting any thing into it from the ftomach, which is a^ fuppoC- 
** tion hardly countenanced by experience." Medkal Tranf- 
aBwns bj the College of Pbjficians rf London^ Vol. 11. p. lap* 

* << L'obfenration demontre qu'il exifte une difierence tres- 
*< remarquable chez les divers enfans attaques de la jaunifle apres 
'< la naiifance. Quand elle eft legere, elle'fe diflipe d' ellememe/* 
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days, without hurting the child. But the fatal 
jaundice, fuch as is defcribed below ^, is not to 



&c. Chatnbon^ Tom. I. p. 272* No doubt there is a flight 
fpecies of jaundice which goes off in a few days % but then the 
ikin is of a reddifli and not rery deep yellow % but when it is 
of a deep faffiron colour^ we fhould be prepared for a very ob- 
ftinate difeafe. 



3 CASE I. 

Mat ic. 

G-— — H— — 's daughter^ fire days old, was remarkably 
ftout and healthy, when bom \ but, on the third day after birth^ 
her fldn became jaundiced. She took the breaft very well be- 
fore laft night) when^ from uneaCnefs^ ihe ceafed to fuck \ but 
(he has returned to the breaft again. She appears to be very 
well in every refped^ but that her colour is jaundiced^ and (he 
has oecalional fits of pain. 

Mat 1 8. 

The fldn continues fully as deep as it waS| and the child is 
becoming loft and emaciated \ her ftools are white, and like 
putty, with fome ftflaks of bile in them ; her bowels have been 
kept open by a weak infufion of fenna ; her urine ftains the 
linen very deeply. She fucks freely. 

Mat 21. 

There is no change in the jaundice \ her ftools and urine are 
much like what they were. Laft night (he had a flight bleed* 
ing from the umbilicus^ and (he is plainly getting weaker. 

Mat 22* 

Although the ligature fell off on the fizth day from birth, 
there was a great hcemorrhage from the umbilicus^ and the 
child died this morning in confcc^uence of it 



he removed by emetics, gentle purgatives, and 
the warm bath, the natural remedies for an ob- 
firudion in the duds. I believe it to be an ori- 
ginal and incurable malconformation in the li- 



DISSECTION. 

Upon opening the body, the firft thing done was to examine 
the ftate of the veflels of the umbilical chord, as I thought in 
this cafe that it was not improbable, that the liver being afie£l« 
ed, the bleeding might hare proceeded from the vein ; but I 
found it empty of blood ; and although there feemed to be no 
obftrudion to the probe from the navel into the vein, it did not 
appear that the bleeding had come from thb fource. I traced 
the grumous blood from die Centre of the navel along the arte- 
ries, which were alfo open. 

The inteftines had no degree of tranfparency,' but were of a 
milky colour, tinged with a delicate yellow, from the bile in 
their coats, not in their cavity. The ftomach was very much 
diftended. The glands of the mefentery were larger than they 
(hould be, and white, compared with thofe of adults. 

The liver was full and firm, and of a dark green earthy co- 
lour. The gall-bladder was quite empty and contracted, fo 
that it had funk into the fiflure of the liver» and only a fmall 
part of its fundus appeared. Within it there was a fmall foft 
mafs, of a dark colour, and of the fise of a grain of barley. 
The duds alfo were contrafted, firm, white, and like an arte- 
ry, and, although pervious, contained no bile. The opening 
into the gut was perfe£lly free to the probe* 

When the fnbftance of the liver was cut into, this appearance 
of firmnefs of the dufts was ftill difcernible. 



The bleeding proceeded ^rom the unhealthy change produced 
in the blood by the reception of the bile into the mafs of 
fluids. 
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Ten It is a difeafe peculiar to feme famiMes* 
I have known in one family two children fuc-» 
ceflively die of this difeafe ; and there is a 
flriking confirmation of this remark in a hif- 
tory related by Mr. Pearfon, where ten of e- 
leven children died of this i^cies of jaundice^ 
the eleventh having died of jaundice at fix years 
of age ^. 



EXPLANATION 
PLATE VI. 



A A A| The Ihtbgumbnts of the Bbllt laid back. 

B Bt The Stomach very much diftended. 

C, The DuoDEKUM. 

D| The Colon. ' 

E, The Mass of Small Iktestiwes. 

Fy The Left Lobb of the LiveEi which^ in the Fcetus, to 
much in the Lett Htpochondrium* 

Gy The Loweb Subeace of the Right Lobb. 

Hi The Lobulus Spegelii. 

I, A Small pXbt of the Fundus of the Gall-Bladdeb 
proje£ling from the Fissubb of the Livbb. 

K, The Ductus Hepaticus. 

L, The Ductus Ctsticus. Thefe two Du^is arc not parti- 
cularly {mall, but they are thick, white, and firm in their 
coats. 

^ << Mrs. J. had been the modier of eleren children, on 
«< nine of which the jaundice appeared a few days after they 
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As an in&nt caimot exprefs his peculiar feel- 
ings of uue^iiiiiefsy it is only by the deep colour 



*< were bora, and they all died within the period of a month 
** after their l^rdi. Tlie tenth child lived fix je^rs, was then 
** afiU&ed with the jaundice^ and died. In May 1796, Mra. 
** J. was delivered of her eleventh child ; on thp third day 
*' after its birth^ the ikin became yellow, and the child was at 
*' the fame time remarkably torpid and fleepy, and feemed to 
^* be (lightly convulfed. On the following days^ the colour of 
*^ At &in often variedi being fometimes of a deeper yellow^ 
<* ancf at others regaining its natural colour. The child conti- 
^^ nuedt however^ in the fame languid and almoft infenfible 
'< jlate, but received nourifliment, and fucked the breaft of its 
<* mother, till within a few days of death, virfaich took place oa 
^< the ninth day. I opened the body of this child the day after 
*^ death, and (hall now defcribe the appearances on difle£lion* 

<< The ikin had nearly loft its yellow colouri and the child 
^ did not appear at all reduced by the difeafe. 

** The liver was almoft twice its natural fize ; the 4rhoIe 
** concave furface of the right lobe had a livid appearance ; but 
** this dark colour did not penetrate above a line or two, and 
'< the internal furface was found and healthy*. The convex 
*< part of the liver was of the natural colour and firmnefs, ex- 
^< cept on the margin of both the lobes ; there the thin edge 
*' exhibited a highly inje£led appearance ; the rednefs wasj 
*' however, lefs vivid and remarkable on the left lobe than on 
<' the right. There was a flight adhefion of the lower part of 
** the right lobe to the peritoneum. The gall-bladder was 
^< nearly filled with bile of a d^p yellow colour, and its du£ls 
<< were permeable. The heart feemed to be larger than com- 
^* mon, and the blood^veflels on its, furface were remarkably 
^ turgid. The right auricle was diftended with blood, and 
^* the pericardium contained about a table-fpoonful ol water,** 

cij 
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of the fkin and of the urme, the continuance of 
the illnefs, and the appearance of decay, that 
we can judge of the violence of this difeafe. I 
doubt much whether any thing beyond affifting 
the breaft-milk by a gently laxative medicine 
ought to be attempted ; or perhaps fridlions of 
the belly might be ufeful. At all events, thefe 
things, together with an emetic, are fuited to 
the milder kind of jaundice, and are never to be 
negleded, when there is reafon to fufpe<Sl an in- 
terruption to the free paflage of the bile. 

The liver appears alfo in the early months of 
childhood to be expofed to another derange- 
ment of function, which (hows itfelf in a dif- 
charge chiefly bilious. When this difcharge is 
merely a purging, it is called by the nurfes The 
Green Scour ; but it is flill the fame difeafe 
when accompanied with vomiting. When the 
caufe of it is violent, or the child of a very irri- 
table conftitution, it is often ufhered in by con- 
vulfions^, and, during the fit, the child generally 



' In March and April laft, many young children were at- 
tacked with pulmonary inflammation. It was fo prevalent, 
that I attended above fifty cafes. In many, convulfions were 
the firft fymptom. This would not happen once in a thoufand 
inftances of the fame difeafe in the adult fyftem. In a fever 
which was epidemical among the children at Hampftead in 
Auguft and September 1776, Dr. Armftrong obferves^ that 
moft of the children who took the fever were threatened with 
fitsi and fome bad flight convulfions. The convulfions, which 
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pafles a quantity of green excrement. There is 
always a . great deal of fever, with- convulfive 
ftartings ; a twifting of the limbs from gripes, 
and fcreaming. In the interval between the 
convulfions, there are partial fpafms of the face, 
about the eyes and mouth ; and I have not a 
doubt that children are often carried o£f in thefe 
paroxyfms. But this difeafe, fometimes fo vio- 
lent, begins at other times more mildly j and it 
is the milder attack which in general is the 
more tedious. It becomes a chronic diarrhoea, 
with the fame kind of dejedions, green, and fre- 
quently four and curdy, and accompanied with 
a retching, irregular fever and wafting of the 
body. 

This difeafe is occafioned either by the child's 
diet being ofFenfive to the ftomach, or by cold. 
Panada, with too much fugar, the milk of a 
bad and negligent nurfe, who indulges in heat- 
ing liquors or high feafoned difhes, or of a 
nurfe who has had a fudden fright, or who has 
menftruated, are very frequent fources of this 



often arife from flight derangements in the inteftines, and at 
the beginning of acute difeafcs, mark a greater degree of irrita- 
bility, which is the chief difference between the infantile and 
adult conftitution, and (how the former to be what M. Baumes 
calls Un melange Jingulier de fpafme et de debiUte. Before the 
various animal functions are eftabliflied in^ their regular feries 
by habit, the conftitution is fufceptible of every impreflion, and 
hence arifes the irritability fo peculiar to infancy. 



difeafe. It appears fo immediately after the 
application of the caufe, that it bears coniider- 
able refemblance to the cholera crapuloik in a« 
dults ; for in both difeafes the correfpondence 
between the ftomach and liver gives rife to the 
firfl ftep in the cure, affifting to expel the noxi- 
ous matter, by adding to its flimulus that of 
an increafed quantity of bile, which, as it has 
been obferved, is probably better fitted to be a 
ftimulus to the inteflines, firom its hurried and 
imperfed fecretion. 

A difeafe fimilar to this I have feen in £ng* 
land, occafioned by imprc^r food given to 
children brought up by the hand. It is very 
deftru£tive; but it is not to be met with in 
Scotland, where fortunately this unnatural prac« 
tice does not prevail. 

This difeafe is, in the violent attacks, to be 
cured by the warm bath, by vomits and cathar* 
tics, efpecially cathartic glyfiers ; and (hould the 
difeafe, or any fymptom of it denoting great ir- 
ritation, continue ^fter the full operation of 
thefe medicines, we muft have recourfe to o- 
piates and teftaceous powders ; but we muft be 
cautious in giving opiates ^, until the purgative 

• CASE n. 

Juke la. 
Mr. S * s cluld, nine months old, the night before laft 
took a idolent purging, vas reftlefs and very fretful, and would 
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medicines have operated. This ' obfervation 
may be fupported by the authority of Harris^ 
whofe opinions are generally founded on expe- 
rience. '' Diarrhoea infantum ab orgafmo hu- 
** morum in inteftina delabentium, vel a tur- 
'* geicentia iilic bilis cum acido praedominium 
*' habente Temper profluens, neque aflringenti^ 
'' bus proprie difhs, neque narcoticis eft cohi- 
** benda.** Harris de Morbis Acutis Infantum^ 
p. 30. 



rfh^ 



not fleep. Laft night, the mother, to alleviate thefe fymptoms, 
and lull the child, gaye her a large dofe of fyrup of poppies, 
which not only fet her afleep, but (topped the purging. The 
child flept till mid-day. Upon awaking, (he vomited a great 
quantity of bile, and foon went to fleep again \ but (he awoke 
now and then fick, and the vomiting continued quite bilious. 
She is eafily diflurbed, and has frequent ftartings, and a great 
deal of fever. 

The mother, intending to wean this child, had fed her the 
day before yefterday with a quantity of ftrong beef»tea, and 
then had allowed her to fuck the nurfe in the evening, which 
fhe did very greedily. Moreover, the jiurfe had menftruated a 
day or two before. The child was in a fair way of recovering 
from this mifmanagement, had the purging been allowed to 
continue for a little while longer; but, inftead of this, the 
purging was (topped, and the bile poured into the inteftinal ca- 
nal, until the accumulation of it brought on the ficknefs and 
fever. 

JuNi 14. 

This child was relieved by an emetic of ipecacuan wine and 
a purgative glyfter, and to-day, by continuing to take a weak 
infufion of fenna, ihc b nearly recovered. 

I 
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The difeafe which I am now to confidei*, and 
which is the chief objed of the prefent paper, is 
fomewhat allied to the laft in its nature, and is 
vulgarly denominated in this part of Scotland 
TriJE Weaning Brash ^, It is one of the moft 
fatal of the difeafes of children, and, as far as 
I know, it is overlooked by thofe phyficians 
who have made thefe difeafes their ftudy. 

It is an atrophy, the confequence of weaning 
children too fuddenly at an unfavourable feafon 
. of the year* 

This difeafe fometimes comes on two or three 
days after weaning j frequently not for three or 
four weeks i fometimes not before five or fix 
weeks have elapfed. 

The firft fymptom is a purging, with griping 
pain, in which the dejedions are ufually of a 
green colour. When this purging is negledted, 
and, after continuing for fome time, there is 
added a retching, with or without vomiting; 



^ It 18 hoped that the nofological name which I have givea 
to weaning brafli (viz. Atrophia Abladlatorum), as a literal 
tranflation of the vulgar one, and aa placing this difeafe under 
the genus Atr3phia, which, I prefume, is its natural fituation, 
will be deemed unexceptionable. Atrophia is the fecond genus 
of the third clafs of CuUen, who defines it, <* Marcor et af- 
<' thenia, fine pyrexia he£lica«" By Sauvages, in whofe very 
ufeful and comprehenfive fyftem of nofology it will be found as 
the third genus of the tenth clafs> it had been defined, << Ma« 
" cics fine febre." 
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vhen accompanied by vomituigy the matter 
brought up is frequently coloured with bile. 

Thefe increafed and painful adions of the 
alimentary canal, produce a loathing of every 
kind of foody and naturally are attended with 
emaciation and fofmeis of the flefh, with refl- 
ieffiiefiy thirft, and fever. 

After fome weeks, I have often obferved a 
hei^c blufh on the cheek ; but the moft cha- 
ra<%eriilic fymptom of this difeafe, is a conflant 
peevifhnefs, the ef[e€t of unceafing griping pain, 
exprelled by the whine of the child, but efpecially 
by the fettled difcontent of his features; and 
this expreffion of difcontent is ftrengthened to* 
wards the conclufion of the difeafe, when the 
countenance has fhared in the emaciation of 

the body. 

In the progrefs of the difeafe, the evacuations 
from the belly fhow very difierent adions of 
the inteftines, and great changes in the biliary 
fecretion ; for they are fometimes of a natural 
colour, at other times flimy and a(h coloured, 
and (bmetimes lienteric. 

Towards the end of the difeafe, the extiemi^ 
ties fwell, and the child becomes exceedingly 
drowfy ; but thefe I rather conceive to arife 
from debility, than to be pathognomic fymp- 
toms. It is remarkable, in the advanced ilageg 
of the difeafe, that the purging fometimes ceafes 
for a day or two, but without any amelioration 

D 
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of the bad fymptoms ; nay, I think that chik 
dren decay even fafler than when the purging 
is moft violent. 

The difeafe feldom proves fatal before the 
{ixth or feventh week ; and in this fhoxt time I 
have feen the fineft children miferably wafted. 
I have feen, though rarely, a child recovered 
after the difeafe had continued three or four 
months ; and again, I have feen the difeafe cut 
fhort by death, in the fecond, third, or fourth 
week, before it had reached the acme ; the fud- 
den termination having been occafioned by an 
inceflant vomiting and purging, or by convul'- 
fions, from the immenfe irritation in the bow* 
els. 

The difeafe ^ is more frequent in children 
who have been weaned before the eighth or 
ninth month, and in particular, in thofe who, 
in confequence of fome accident happening to 
the nurfc, have been weaned abruptly. 

I have not been able to determine what tem-» 
perament is mofl peculiarly Uable to this dif-^ 
eafe; but, without meaning to infinuate any 
neceflary relation, I think it appears mofl fre- 
quently in thofe children of a lax fibre, whofe 
conflitutiqns, at a more advanced flage of life, 
might be fuppofed liable to the attack of flru- 
mous diforders. 

This is a difeafe of the autunmal months. I 
fgldom, gpniparatively fpeaking, have feen it 
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bbmmeiice before the folftice, nor after the end 
of the year ; and I fufped that it is moil gene* 
ral in fultry feafons. 

As it will prefently be fliown, this difeafe 
gives origin to a great change in the glandular 
fyftem of the mefentery, and this explains how 
,it fhould happen, that after it has been removed^ 
either by medicine, or by a proper regimen, 
and the healthflil exertions of a good conftitu^ 
tion, it is very apt, after flight errors in diet, 
or from cold, to return^ even after the lapfe of 
months, A perfon who knows this difeafe, will 
often be able to recognife it in the very obfti- 
nate and baffling complaints of the bowels, 
which children have from the beginning of the 
fecond to the end of the third year. 

At the time when weaning brafli comes on, the 
teeth are tifually appearing; and, from a common 
notion, that a flux is wholefbme during teeth- 
ing, the difeafe is fometimes allowed to make 
an irremediable imprefllon on the conftitution^ 
before the phyfician is called. 

My attention was very early direded to this 
difeafe ^ , from finding that it had an appropri-* 



mai 



* It mzj be aflced. How happens it that a diftafe tRrhich oe* 
curs fo frequently fhould not have been frequently defcribed ? 
It is bccaufe we have not been favoured by writers on the did 
eafcs o£ children, with individual hiftories, or cafes, as they are 
called. In Qiy opinion^ thefc conftitute the meft important 

DIJ 
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ate name among the vulgar, and jet that it wat 
not known to thofe phjiicians whom I coniblt- 
ed refpeSing its nature. Some of them had ob<- 
ferved a purging as a very common confequence 
of weaning; but they fuppofed that it aroic 
from teething: Others told me, that it arofe 
fit>m a mefenteric enlargement in fcrophulous 
children : And until I could latisfy myfelf by 
difieAion, I reded on this latter fuppofition. 

I was the RU>re inclined to this opinion, in 
confequence of having obferved a fcrophulous 
enlargement of the lymphatic glands in the 
neck, and a fcrophulout fuppuration in the 



part of illuflration, in explaining the nature of a difeafe ; for I 
have always found it more fatisfaftorj to read a cafe, well and 
clinically taken, than the meft elaborate general hiftory of the 
fympteoM of a diibafei a detail which, however accurate^ 
does not fix the attention, and ia ufefiil only after the diieafe 
in queftion is underftood, from having feen or read of examples 
of it. The obfcurity and difficuky attending the diagnoftics 
and tteatment of the dilbafes of dialdrca, proceed from thb 
more than from any thing, that the writevs on tkefe difi»(ee 
havf h^dly one cafii from the beginning of their books to the 
end. Surely the infancy of the patient does not prevent an 
accuittte and fuU cafe from bdng taken^P Should the ftudent 
wifli to attain an early knowledge of this branch of his profef- 
fion, he wUl find nothing fo ufeful as the keepmg of cafe books 
for t^ iafintion of every important variety of difeafe. 

These arc indeed ibme notices of weaning brafli ; but they 
do not identify it as a particuhr difeafe i at leaft, I (houM not 
have difoovered them u fucb» had I not been reading expiefely 
£ir the ftttjcO, 



3t 

back, la two children wko at the fame time had 
weaning braih. 

The fafeft feundation for reafoning on the 
nature of difeafes, is laid by anatomical invefti* 
gation ^ , and, with little exception, it is the on* 
Ij one upon which I (hall reft in thefe dilferta* 
tions. It was adopted firft of all by Gliflbn, in 
his excellent hiftory of rickets ; and it is much 
to be wifhed that fucceeding phyiicians had 
followed him more clofely, not only in treating 
of the difeafes of children, but in treating of all 
difea&s which have in their beginning in- 
creafed adions of the circulatory fyftem. With 
this convidion, I refblved not to indulge in any 
fpecuktion upon the proximate caufe, until I 
could procure a difiedion, wherein might be 
diff^yed die morbid eSk&s of this difeafe; 
and, in the mean time, I was fatisfied with ob- 
(erring and making out a hiftory of the fymp- 



^ Had it been mmc fuOy adi^ted, 0>wper, die anatomift, 
^MQiUd lai« had kia occafioD to cxelait% with (b much ind^ 
and juftice, << That the adTanccment of true knowledge is Cidly 
<< retarded, by the general opinion, that the fenfes are mean and 
** ignoble, and that abftra^ed contemplationi are the perfec- 
<* doM of httWUMt aalttie i aad fo it cones to pafs, that mens 
** minds are fed with ihadows and chimeras, inftead of fubftan* 
*< tial knowledge, which b only from the phyGcai ezaminarion 
^^ of diings by fesfe and experiment.'* 
. ^ Rien a'intiefeft que ce qm eft vnu, et rien en medecine, 
'' n'eft Trai que ce qui a 1' experience et V obfenration pour bafe." 

I 
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toms, as they a]ppeared in a variety of cafei 
which I attended in the years 1799 ^^^ 1800. 

The firft difiedion which I had ah opportuni- 
ty of making of a child \vho had died of weaning 
braih, did not iiiflrudt me in the true nature of 
the difeafd ; for the mefenteric glands were con- 
Jiderably enlarged and inflamed, and I ilill ima- 
gined that their a£fedion might have occafioned 
the purging and marafmus. But in profecut- 
ing my refearch, I was convinced, that the dif- 
eafe was an undefcribed one ; and that although 
there might, in fome inflancc^s, be mefenteric 
obftrudtion, it was not neceflary to the difeafe ; 
that it was the cSc6ki ind not the caufe of it. 

I obferved, in every inftahce, that the intes- 
tinal canal, from the ilomach downward, a- 
bounded with lingular contradions, and had in 
its courfe one or more intus-fufceptions ; that 
the liver was exceedingly firm, larger than na- 
tural, and of a bright red colour, and that the 
enlarged gall-bladder contained a dark green 
bile. In fome difledions, the mefenteric glands 
were fwelled and inflamed ; in others, however, 
they were fcarcely enlarged, and had no appear-" 
ance of inflammation. 

Thefe contractions and intus-^fufceptions * 



' Strangulated intu»-fufception is a very fatal difeafe to in** 
fants on the breaft, which is proved by the many preparations 
of this nature found in every eztenfive anatomical mufeom. 
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were entirely of a fpafmodic nature, as in the 
latter the contained part of the gut was eafily 
difengaged from that which formed its fac ; and 
in no part of the entanglement was there adhe*- 
fion, or even the mark of inflammation ; and 
the contracted portions of the intefline were a* 
gain permanently dilated, by puihing the finger 
into them. 

Thefe appearances lead me to imagine, that 
the weaning brafh, in its confirmed flate, is 
imputable to an increafed fecretion of acrid 
bile, or rather to the morbid ftate of the Uver, 
which occafions this ; of which, however, I am 
afraid to attempt the explanation. It is proved. 

It is ofteif found, in the difledion of infants who die con- 
vulfed, or in great pain, that there are thofe temporary intus- 
fufceptions, the ctkQ. of fpafm, which I have defcribed as 
conftantly occurring in weaning brafli ; and it may be infer- 
red, that they are by no means rare* in many difordered ffatet 
of the towels. Should the irritation in the bowek be fo great, 
as to occafion any inflammation at the time when this temporary 
intus-fufception exifts, it is highly probable that the continued 
ftimulus of improper aliment a£iing upon the inflamed inteftine, 
may, by increafing the irritation, aflift in converting this occa^ 
fional intus-fufception into a permanent and fatal volvulus. It 
has always appeared to , me, upon this view, that the cathar- 
tic medicines ufualiy given by the mouth in iliac paflion, as 
ftimulating the upper or contained part of the gut, muft be at- 
tended with the worft ctk&s, by increafing this inflammation, 
and confirming, inftead of removing, the ftrangulation ; yet I 
have known it to be the firft thing done, to give brilk, or, as 
they are called, draftic purgatives, which were continued dur- 
|oe the whole progrefs of the difeafe. 



that there is an ixKieafed quantity of bile in 
the inteftines, by the green dejedions which are 
frequent in the beginning of the dileaicy and by 
the bilious vomiting. 

Perhaps the afiedion. of the liver may be ex- 
plained in this way. The bread milk is a mild 
food, adapted to the powers of the child ; I fliall 
not fay to the weak powers of digeftion in the 
child, but rather to the peculiar powers and 
properties of the fecretions. When the child is 
weaned abruptly, and put upon common food, 
this becomes too violent a ftimi^us to the intef* 
tines. Between the liver and inteftines there is 
the mod intimate relation. This excited ftate 
of the inteftines cau(es a difcharge of bile into 
them, which increafes the flimulus, and afOfts 
in maintaining a purging. Had the original 
caufe been accidental and tranfitory, the bile, 
like the operation of a fmart purge, would have 
thrown out the offenfive matter, and cured the 
complaint ; but crude unfit food being ftili 
poured into the ftomach, the difeaie muft pro- 
ceed. It is probable, therefore, that, in the 
firft inftance, a redundant fecretion of the bile, 
which may alfo be an acrid and imperfed one ', 



* In treating of cholera morbas, Dr. Saunders (ays, ^ It 
^ feems probable, from tbe quantity fecreted^ and the rapid 
'* manner in which it is poured into the duodenumt that thei^ 
<< it not dme fufficient for a perfect fecretion. The wied 
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ori^nating from an irritation of the flomach, is 
a falutary exertion of the conflitution, to re- 
move the caufe of the irritation from the intef- 
tinal canaL But I think it likewife probable, 
that the frequent repetition of this effort brings 
the liver into fuch a ftate, that it cannot return 
to the performance of its ordinary or natural 
fundion, when the demand for its unufual ac- 
tion ceafes ; and it is in this manner that the 
difeafe may continue, after the original ilimuli 
Jiave been removed, by again putting the child 
upon a proper diet. It may arife partly from 
the remiilhefs qf the nurfe, and from a relaxa^p 
tion in that care which perhaps prevented the 
weaning brafh from coming on fooner, that this 
difeafe is produced even many weeHs after 
weaning. 

The dejections are fometimes okery, or even 
clay coloured, which does not feem to favour 
the idea of a redundant fecretion of bile. 
However, they continue pale only for a fhort 
time, and foon refume the thin confiflence, 
with their dark colour. The explanation of 
this I prefume to be, that, during this interval^ 



'' and increafed adion of a gland has much influence in deter* 
f ' mining the nature of a fluid fecreted. In fome cafes, bile is 
^' difcharged of a green colour, and extremely acrid, not pof* 
^< fefling the qualities of healthy bile,'* J Treatife on tbi Liver^ 

V' '47- 
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the rpaitic contra£tion may have feized the duo* 
denum, at that part where the common dud e* 
mulges the bile into the inteftines. And far- 
ther, I prcfume that the inteftines have now 
become £o irritable, Cnat they are flimulated 
to inordinate a^on by the aliment, even at the 
time when, from the fuppofed flri£ture of the 
duft, the bile may be deficient ; and hence the 
griping pain ftill continues. 

Bui it may, and moft probably is, in the 
du^, that the explanation of this irregularity, 
in a great meafure, is to be looked for. X have, 
on dilTe^n, found th« bile coUe^d in fucb 
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quantity in the gall-bladder, that this detention 
became the caufe of the confinement of the 
bile ; for then the natural curve which the cyf^ 
tic dud takes becomes fo acute, and the diilend* 
ed bladder prefles fo muAi upon it, that the bile 
is prevented from flowing, or flows in very fmall 
quantity. By this retention, the bile becomes 
more concentrated, and thence perhaps more 
acrid. And finally, by fome adion of the Ito- 
mach or duodenum, by which the very en- 
larged gall-bladder is comprefled, part of its 
contents is forced out, the diAended duds are 
relieved, and the inteftinal canal is inundated 
with bile. 

That the whole abdominal vifcera are in an 
extremely irritable flate, is evident from the 
fymptoms. When it is obferved, during dif- 
fedion, that the liver is aflfeded ; that the gall- 
bladder and duds are fometimes unufually dif* 
tended, at another time empty, and yet empty 
as if recently overcharged ; when, again, it is 
found that no aliment is contained in the canal^ 
but, on the contrary, that the inteftines are 
empty and pellucid, and in fome parts violently 
contraded, it cannot be doubted that the fecre-. 
tion of the liver is the principal caufe of the ir- 
ritation, and of the didrefling fymptoms. 

The mefenteric glands are enlarged, nay, in 
fome inilances, inflamed. May not this pro-* 
ceed from the acrid nature of the alimentary 

Eij 
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ihatter to which their abforbing mouths are ^x^ 
pofed ' ? 



* 

' May not the tabes oiefenterica often arife in this way i 
The glands of the mefentery and mefocblon in adults are often 
enlarged and indurated from dyfenteric attacks {Lempriere^ Dt/» 
eq/is in Jamaica^ Vol. II. p. 207 • CrtnJ^nkSf Abfarbent Sj/^ 
iem, &€.} And in fcrophulous thildreil, where a carious toothy 
a running from behind the ears, or a fcratch on the chin, will 
produce tumor in the neighbouring lymphatic glaiids of the 
neck, it is not improbable that a continued abforption from a 
ihafs of irritating aliment, will occaiidn incurable obftru£liont 
of the mefenteric glands. I was led to this opinion by the fol« 
lowing cafe of a girl fourteen months old^ whom I (aw ed 
the 30th of May laft. 



^ASE lit* 

This girl is quite wafted in flefli, with a Tery large and pro^ 
minent belly, hard, and fomewhat irregular, and the liver is 
plainly much enlarged. Several of the lymphatic glands in 
both groins are fweUed, and ihe has all the appearance of a 
fcrophulous child. Her eye is qmck, her complexion fallow^ 
and her face and body are covered with an eruption of fmall 
and diftin£ily florid pimples. Her breathing is laborious, and 
there appears to be a confiderable fecrction in the trachea; 
Her tongue is white and furred, her gums look perfe£Uy heal* 
thy, and (he has cut five teeth. 

She evidently labours under two difeafes, one in the abdo* 
men, the other of the lungs. 

At four months old, fhe was feized with a green purging^ 
and vomiting of four and biHous matter. The bowel complaint 
was fo violent, that it was attended with convulfions, and re« 
duced her to extreme weakhefs, from which flie never reco- 
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^is difeafe, too, chiefly arifes in the autumii, 
a feafon in which fcrophula is not apt to be- 



▼cred. At this time, the eruption firft appeared, and, while 
it kept out, {he was always better^ and feemed recovering, un^^ 
til, by fome unfortunate circumft^nce, it difappeared for a time, 
and then (he became he£lic« Two or three months after the at^ 
tack of the bowel complaint, her belly became plainly fuller thati 
natural ; but her purging had now ftopped, and (he took het 
vi^^uals well, even greedily ; and therefore the fullnefs was not 
much attended to, until it was accompanied with thirft and 
be£lic fweatings. The fweatings were always mbft profufe 
when the eruption was abfent. Her father being a common 
foldier, little was done for her, and her complaints were allows 
ed to run their courfe. 

Three weeks ago, (he took the inflammation, which, as I 
have ihentioned in note 5. p* la. was then epidemical, and 
fiill the was negleded, until I faw het by accident. She has 
how a coughi which not unfrequently brings on diftrefling fita 
of Tomitingi 

Since the fwelling of her belly came on, (he has been quite 
legular in her bowels. Her urine generally is high coloured^ 
and (he has had confiderable thirft and feven She is (till fuck^ 
ing her motheh 

The gradual cahezy and fwelling of the belly, with the ge* 
iicral ftrumous appearance of the child, leave me in little doubt 
as to the mefenteric obftru£Hon \ and furely, without ftraiiiing 
a point, I may trace the difeafe to the original bov^l complaint^ 
which was of many weeks duration* 

How matters may have ftood foon after the violence of the pri- 
mary difeafe ceafed, may be learned from the following (hort cafe 
from SmeUi/j Mid^fery^ Vol. III. p. 369. «« I was called in 
*' to a child four months old, who had been for three weekd 
« affliaed with curdled green ftools, and at laft was brought 
«» very low by a thin watery purging. The loofenefs frequent* 
<< ly returned, and all methods of cure had been unfuccefsfuUy 
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come adive in the conftitution. It arifes after 
a material change ii) diet ^, from a diet lefs ir« 



*< tried. The child being opened foon after it expired^ I 
<< found all the glands of the mefentery fwelled^ and in hard 
" knots/' 

JUNB 13* 

The foldier's child died yefterday, and, upon opening tho 
body, I found, as I expe£led, the mefenteric glands inflamed 
and enlarged j the liver nearly twice its natural lize, firm and 
pale; the gall-bladder containing a ftraw-coloured liquor, 
Icarcely refembling bile i the inteftines full of flatulency^ In 
the left fide of the cavity of the cheft, a confiderable effufion 
(bowed that this fide of the lungs had been obiefly ztkSttd. 

A French phyfician, M« Baumes, who treats of the melen-* 
^ric difeafc, (ays, << Parmi 1^ maladies dont le carreau eft, le 
<^ plus fottvent, la fuite, je compte la diarrhee opiniatre." M^ 
nmri^ Stc. par M* Bournes* 

^ My learned friend Dr. Girdleftone, in his account of he^ 
padtis andfpafmodic complaints in India,. ^« 24, has fome im<« 
portant obfervations on the ttk€ts of great changes in diet, 
which I (hall tranfcribe. 

** Every change of diet, from a long continued one, feems 
'^ to zQi as a ftimulus on the biliary dufis. 

<* The oflicers and men who were prifoners in chains with 
^' Tippoo Salub, in the Eaft Indies, were allowed only rice, 
*< water and capficum, for the many months they were with 
« him. 

<* When they were releafed, the animal food of every Und 
^< which they attempted to eat, purged them fo violently, that 
<< they could take it only in the fmaUeft quantities for a confi« 
^ derable time. 

<< The Britiih fleet not appearing with tlie ftore (hips, the 
<< army was reduced to the neceffity of livmg almoft entirely 

I 



ritating to one xtiore fo, and at a feafon when^ 
to ufe the words of Dr. Saunders, " The hepatic 
*' fyftem iti this country is more irritable than 
'* at any other, and when the difeafes which 
** prevail are obvioufly conneded with the ftate 
** of the biliary fecretion, and approach in 
♦• their nature to thofe which occur in warm 
♦* climates/* 

Children in this country are weaned general- 
ly from the feventh to the fixteenth month; 
and nurfes, and all thofe who are unacquainted 
with the profeflion of medicine, whofe reafon- 
ings upon it are either without any foundation, 
or reft on the moil abfurd analogies, ima- 
gine that the weaning brafh arifes from fome 
morbid change in the bowels, occafioned by 
the procefs of dentition, which is going on at 
the fame time. 

I fhall here obferve, that notwithftanding my 



<^ on animal food. The natives of the army, whofe cuftom* 
** ary diet is chiefly rice, were all purged by this change. 

** The like happens both to men and officers, after living 
^' fome months at fea on the fame diet. On making a port^ 
^' the vegetables always produce fuch copious fecretionsof bile» 
** as oblige them to be moderate in their ufe. 

'< The patent dried cabbage was laid in for the ufe of the 
*< I Gift regiment. They had none of it for the firft month of 
** the voyage ; but as foon as they began to eat it, they were 
f < all purged. 

if from fiih alfo t}ie fsme efiefts have been (een/* 
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mod diligent inquiries, I have feldom been abto 
to deduce any of the derangements of the in«« 
fantine fyftem from teething ^ ; and I have been 
inclined to think, that thofe phyficians who have 
reprefented this fundion as teeming with dan* 



^ The gentleman from whom the following cjuotation is 
taken, writes from great experience : *' In paucis cafibus, fe- 
^< mitam deviam natura nonnunquam tenet, et violentia exeri- 
*'. untur fymptomata. Exempli gratia, Si dentis radix vel ra« 
*f dices citius quam corpus ipfum crefcit» vafa gingivx mem* 
*' branaeque inveftienti propria excitari in abnormem aAionem 
^< et inflammari poflUnt. Exempla hujufmodi tamen rarillima efle 
<< aeftimo, neque judico hunc naturalem corporis proceflum in<« 
f' ter quern nuUa i|nims(lia, G hominem excipiasj vel mini« 
^* mum moleftiae pati videntur, pro morbo haberi oportere/' 
Blahe^ Difputatio Medka de Dcntium Formatione^ p* 137. 

In a page or two after, he gives the opinion of Dr« Hudfbn, 
which I ihall Ukewife Iranfcribe, refpeding fcarifying the 
gums, which is often made a cruel operation \ and when it is 
(o, it is always an unneceffary one : '' Concerning your que- 
« (lion about lancing the gums of children, I have avoided 
f ' makipg it a fource of revenue to niyfelf, convinced from ex* 
*' perience of its futility, except in inflammatory cafes, and 
*< where the teeth are near the furface. Jn fuch cafes, the 
^' lancet gave relief; and I believe feldom or never on other 
f< occafions. Where I have operaited by the advice of the at- 
^* tending phyGciaa, it is truej many children have recovered 
f < after the operation } but I could never fairly fay, that the 
<* recovery Was in confequence thereof.^ /• Z4i. 

When the gum of an infant is inflamed at the bafe, at the 
fame time that there is a foft whitifh fpot on the ridge of it^ 
it may be right to fcarify flightly % but I (hall never think this 
neceflTary at any other time, nor can I imagine any danger ii^ 
teethmg; where ao increafed a^on appeals in the gums* 
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ger, have not accuftomed themfelves to that 
careful inveftigation, without which thefe dif- 
cafes cannot be ynderftood. The weaning 
brafhy I have the ftrongeft reafon to believe, 
has no connexion with teething, farther than 
that they fometimes meet in the fame child. I 
iiave known this difeafe, in many inftances, 
where the gums were neither fwelled, nor indu- 
rated, nor infls^med, s^nd where there was no 
faljvation, nor any appearance o/ pain in the 
mouth. I have feen it where children were 
cutting their teeth eafily ; and where many of 
them have come without difficulty before wean- 
ing ; ftill the difeafe has fupervened. Put per- 
haps the flrongeft argument th^t cai^ be ufed, 
would arife iirom the obfervation which I have 
frequently made, that this difeafe occurs in 
children of three months; and I have ofte^ 
known it feveral months before teething came 
on. 

The hiftory of the difeafe inftruds us in the 
precautions to be ufed for providing againft it. 
If the obfervation which I have made be juft, 
that it happens much oftener in the autumn 
than at any other time of the year, it will be 
readily agreed, that delicate children ihould, at 
that feafon, be kept a month or t^yo longer on 
the breafl than might be thought neceflary at 
^ny other, rather than be expofed to the aches 
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and hazards which never fail to accompany this 
diftemper. 

And although I do not admit, that this dif- 
eafe is in any degree to be attributed . to teeth- 
ii^gf y^t I fhould certainly recommend it as a 
general rule, not to wean children before they 
have two teeth in each jaw ; for this (eems to 
be the natural period at which the food of in« 
fants fhould be changed ; and, if I am not de- 
ceived, I have obfcrved that thofe children 
who are late in cutting their teeth, are very 
much expofed to the attacks of weaning brafli. 

The exciting caufe of this difeafe I confider 
to be, too fudden an alteration of the diet of a 
child at an unfit feafon ; and if this opinion be 
juft, it follows of courfe, that children ought at 
aU times, but more particularly in the autumn, 
to be weaned gradually, and well accuftomed to 
the food on which they are afterwards to fubfift, 
before they are finally taken from the breaft *. 
When the children of affluent parents are de- 
prived of their nurfe in the early months of in- 
fancy, no time is to be loft in procuring ano- 



^ Bread milk is the proper food for infants under fix 
mbnths; but, after that period, I think that they fliould bo 
accuftomed to bread and milk, eggs and weak broths, once a- 
day, and thus gradually weaned from the breaft. This will 
be lefs likely to produce violent tSeSts on the conftitution, than 
weaning all at once, which is fometimes rcconmiended. 
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ther, with milk fuitable to the age and condition 
of the child. 

That an accidental diarrhoea, in an infant 
leaving off the breaft, may, efpecially in the 
autumn, foon degenerate into this difeafe, is 
not improbable. To provide againfl this, atten- 
tion fhould be given to the caufe of the diarrhoea. 
It fhould be carefully obferved, whether it arofe 
from cold, and in confequence of the fympathy^ 
which the inteftines, and more * particularly the 
hepatic fyftem, have with the fkin, or with the 
extremities ; or whether it was not occaiioned 
by improper food. In the former cafe, no re- 
medy proves fo ufeful as flannel worn nearefl 
to the fkin ; and with regard to the latter^ I 
mufl here refer to the diredions for diet which 
I fhall have occafion to deliver in treating of the 
cure of the difeafe. 

Before I had formed the opinion of the dif- 
eafe which I now hold, 1 limited my attempts 
to the alleviating of the more urgent fy^nptoms, 
endeavouring fometimes to reflrain the purging 
by opiates, and at others anxious and happy to 
reflore it again. I therefore ufed opiates in all 
ways, with aromatics ; then the teflaceous pow- 
ders, with occafional dofes of rhubarb. I tried 
laxatives in the beginning of the difeafe, and I 
think that they were ufeful. Then imagining the 
difeafe to be dyfenteric, I gave ipecacuan, both as 
an emetic, and in fmall dofes,imxed with prepared 

FIJ 
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ehalk, as ah antifpafmodic, to reftrain the kre- 
gular adtion of the bowels, and certainly with 
fome eflfed. Although I Had fome fuccefs from 
thefe remedies in the early flages of the difeafe^ 
I foimd invariably, that when the difeafe had 
taken a firm root, it fruftratcd all my exertions. • 

In the beginning of the difeafe, and even at' 
all periods of it, when the attack is flight, I 
fliould certainly recommend a dofe or two of 
rhubarb, to the extent of five or fix grains, at 
the interval of two days between each dofe ; 
and that, in the mean time^ the child fliould 
take half or a third part of a grain of ipecacuaa 
powder, mixed with fix or eight grains of pre-«* 
pared chalk, and a fmall portion of fome aro- 
matic powder, as caflia, every four or five 
hours. Should there be much griping along 
with the purging, a glyfter of mucilage of 
ftarch, with five or fix drops of laudanum in it, 
adminiftered at bed-time, will be attended with 
much advantage. 

The fuccefs of thefe remedies will depend 
upon a fl:ridt attention to diet. An animal diec 
produces lefs irritation than one which is folely 
compofed of vegetable matter. Eggs, the finer 
kind of light fliip bifcuit, or arrow root, cut- 
tard, the juice of lean meat, plain animal jel- 
lies, and broths freed firom their oily part, and 
milk, are the chief articles of nouriihment. 
which I have ordered : The laft is often the on^« 

X 
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ly one which children will take. I have wifhed 
for an opportunity of reftoring the breafl milk 
to a child, as I am convinced that it would be 
ufeful '' , more particularly where children have 



^ This opinion is ftrengthened by the following hiftory. It 
18 z defcription of the difeafe in queftioili piretty accurately re- 
prefented, although the author from whom it is taken does not 
appear confcious that he is defcribing a frequent and fpecific 
difeafe. His ohje£t is to prove^ that breaft milk is the proper 
^nd only food for infants i a propolition which no one will 
deny. 

** The little infant alluded to was very healthy when it was 
^ three months old, and was then weaned, on account of the« 
^' ficknefs of the wet nurfe, but foon afterwards ceafed to 
<' thrive, and had continual bowel complaints. At the age of 
<* nine months, I was requefted to vifit it, aild was informed 
'* that it flept very little, was almoll inceflandy crying, and 
'< had for many days brought up nearly all its food ; was be- 
** come very ricketyj and had the appearance of an infant 
'< nearly ftarved. Trial had been made of almoft every kind 
<< of food, except the breaft; and the child had been many 
« weeks under the care of an experienced apothecary, wadf 
<< conftantly in a ftate of purging, and feemed to be kept alive 
« by art. 

'< On the firft fight of the child, and on the face of this ac- 
^ count, it was very evident that this infant was not nouriflied 
<' by the food it received, and that the complaint lay wholly 
^ in the firft paflages. But reduced as it was, I had little ex- 
'< pe£lation from medicines, and therefore gave it as my opi^ 
*< nion, that either the child ftill pined for the breaft, in which 
** cafe I doubted not that it would take it, though it had now 
*f been weaned fix months i or that it ought to be carried im- 
<^ mediately into the country^ and fupported for fome time up* 
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been prematurely weaned ; but I never yet had 
it in my power. Thin rice, or barley water, 
mixed with a finall proportion of ikimmilk, is 
& very proper drink for children under this diC- 
eafe. Vegetables of all forts, particularly fruits, 
acids, and compofitions of which fugar or but- 
ter form a part, and fermented liquors of every 
kind, have been ftridly prohibited. 

Every one is aware of the bad effeds of cold feet 
to thofe whofc ftomachs and inteftines are irri- 
table. I have, therefore, always recommended 
woollen {lockings, and every precaution againfl 
cold irregularly applied ; and I have added to 
the flannel which is worn nearefl to the fkiui a 
broad bandage, tied firmly roupd the loins. 
To take off the continual ipafms, I have ge- 
nerally ordered that fomentations, and the warm 
bath, fhould be frequently ufed. 

But I found that the utmoft attention to re- 
gimen and medicine failed in the advanced ilage 
of weaning brafli. After having, with the great- 



<' on zBks milk only, or perhaps be fed now and then with a 
«< littk good broth. 

<* My advice being taken, a good breaft was procured, which 
<< the infant feized the moment it was put to it, and, aftdr 
** fucking fuflScientIy» foon fell afleep for feveral hours, waked 
<' without fcreaming, and took the breaft again* It is fuffi- 
** cient to add, that the child ceafed to puke or be purged, an^ 
" recovered from that hour, and, after fucking eight or nine 
'* months longer^ became in the end a fine healthy child.'' 
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eft mortification, witnefled, in one £eafon, the 
death of feven children, I thought myfelf war- 
ranted in changing the medicines, which I had 
ufed, for others which might have a greater' ef* 
ft& on the liver, and produce a change in the 
biliary fecretion. 

From the powerful influence of calomel on 
the body, and more particularly on the fyftem 
of the liver, and from obferving that, in many 
difeafes and conftitutions, after the firft or fe* 
cond dofe, it ceafes to exercife its cathartic pow- 
ers ' ; and, laftly, from confidering it as a lefs 
violent medicine with children than adults, I 
was led to the trial of it in this difeafe. I be- 
gan with a child who had been ill for fbme 
months, and who appeared not likely, tmder 
the common treatment, to furvive long. She 
was the fecond of a family, and, I may almoft 
fay, fhe was predifpofed to the difeafe ; for her 
elder fitter had been very ill, and had with dif- 
ficulty recovered from weaning brafli. She had 



* In one child, vrho, in three days, took between forty and 
fifty grains of calomel, in croup, I found that the bowels be- 
came exceedingly flow, and at length I was obliged to excite 
them by a dole of jalap. It happens with the ufe of oth^ 
laxative medicines, that the bowels become coftive* *^ After 
** Wyatt had long taken an ounce of cream of tartar a-day, (he 
/< even became coftive with that dofe, and required the ufe of 
<< gamboge.'' Ferriar, Midical Hj/kty and R^effkns, Vol. I. 
p* 90. 
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unfortunately been weaned in her fourth month, 
as her mother was deprived of her milk by a 
fever; fo that likewife, in the exciting caufe, 
every thing was unfavourable. She had half a 
grain of calomel evening and morning ; and al- 
though the other diredions which I had given, 
I had reafon to believe, were difregarded, yet 
under this medicine flie was in a fortnight peiv> 
fedly reftored. 

Since this cafe, I have had the ufefulnefs of 
calomel evinced by many additional cafes, and 
now I have the firmed belief, that it will prove 
effedhial, at a ftage of the difeafe, when no o- 
ther medicine that I am acquainted with, would 
be attended with any permanent benefit. 

As, however, it muft be a day or two before 
the calomel has any effedl upon the liver, it 
may be proper, in the mean time, to prevent 
the difeafe from debilitating the child by a con- 
tinued griping, purging, or vomiting. This cati 
often be done, in a certain degree, by glyfters 
containing a few drops of laudanum. I have 
feldom, of late, ventured tq give laudanum by 
the mouth ; for I think that no. accident con- 
nedted with the difeafe, can account for the 
changes which I have feen take place after lau- 
danum and large dofes of abforbent^ have thu^s 
been given. 

The fuccefs which I have had with calo- 
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md lias induced t»e to give it in duanhcsas ^ of 
children. Wherever I ha've fxil^ieii^od a moifbid 
fiate of the bile, which is one of the inofk com- 
man caufes, I have ufed it Tyitli great fuooefs. 
I luive, hf half a grain of cabmel evening and 
morning, or by giving a grain e^ery evening 
for a week or ten days» ^removed diarrhoeas, 
even when the medicine was admznifiered im- 
der the moft mipromifing appearances. I have 
alfo found it a moft effedhial medicine in the 
chronic ftate of ^e biUous diarrhcea of children 
at the breaft. 
After the third tnr fourdi dofe of calomel. 



^ Calomel is recommended both by Drs. Armftnmg and 
Underwood, in difierent difeafes of children. The former pre- 
fcribes it in what he calls the Tie HeSlic Froer^ during the 
time of teetlung, and in Thi Tootb Rq/b. The latter, in the 
fourth edition of his treatife, which I faw only a few days ago, 
in fome very defultory remarks upon diarrhoea, recommends calo- 
mel. << In a certain difordercd ftate of the bowels, which fre- 
*' quently occurs, and is difpofed to continue for a long time, 
*^ during which infants, though not precifely ill, do not thrive, 
^ nor look well.'' The fpecics of diarrhoea which he alludes 
to, I fufpe£l Is weaning bra(h, from what follows : *' The 
*^ ftools are faid to be always bad, being fometimes of a green 
** colour, at others of a paftey confiftence i fometimes ?ery nu- 
** merous, and at others, infants are for fcTcral days coftiTe.** He 
recommends calomel in the following vague terms ; '* In this 
*< as well as in other bowel afFeAions before defcribed, when 
^ lazadye, alkaline, and abforbent medicines have been found 
** to procure no permanent good effeA, calomel often proves a 
^ fovercign remedy.^ jlrtscli Diarrhea. 



there is generally a great change in the colour 
of the alvine difcharge. It becomes of a dark 
mahogany colour, and is in general more noi«« 
fome. When this change takes place, it pro** 
mifes a favourable criiis in^ the difbrder. Soon 
afterwards, the children become free firom fe- 
ver, more placid, and in a day or two after their 
appetite returns, with their former complexion, 
and every other demonftration of health. I ne- 
ver found, in the many cafes in which I have 
given calomel, that it produced falivation, or 
any other unpleafant efied ; and I am now conn 
vinced, that it is not only one of the moil ge* 
neral and adHve medicines in the pharmaco- 
poeia, but th^t it is likewife one of the leaft hur|;*> 
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\ NEED fcarcely mention, that the firft fouir 
cafes which I am to detail, occurred before I 
had tried the effeds of calomeL 
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CASE IV. 

October 5. 
's child, twelve months old^ 



blue eyes. A month ago this child was weaned* 
Nearly a week after the weaning, a purging 
commenced, frequent, but particularly fo dur^^ 
ing the night. The ftools were very liquid^ and 
generally green. The evacuation was attended 
with griping pains, and the child, who was 
healthy before, became pale and weak. After 
the purging had continued a fortnight, a vomit-^ 
ing came <m, with which the child was fre- 
quently feized. He had fcarcely any appetite 
for food, but a very great thirft ; he was in* 
tolerably fretftil, and was becoming emaciated. 
He had little intermillion from fever ; and this 
febrile ftate had been encouraged, by fmall 
quantities of ardent fpirits, which his parents 
ignorantly were frequently giving him. He was 
very fond of this kind of medicine, and was in 
fome degree continually intoxicated. 

About eight days ago this was the ftate of the 
boy. I then put him on the following diet : 
Boiled fkimmilk and bread for breakfaft, and, 
to be tdken occasionally, the yolk of an egg, or 
a little weak beef tea, for dinner ; a (mall pro- 
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portion of milk, in thin rice gruel, as his ufual 
drink ; and, when griped, a tea fpoonful of pre- 
pared chalk ftirred up in it. 

He had a fmall dofe of rhubarb, and next day 
I began to give him a third of a grain of ipeca- 
cuan every three hours. Under this medicine, 
which has been continued fince, the frequency 
of the purging has gradually abated, and now 
he is recovered from every thing but weaknefs. 



J^ 



CASE V. 

October io. 

^benjamin H ■ n ^s child, near thirtedi 

months old. 

She was weaned at eleven months, and about 
a fortnight after, a purging came on. This 
lafted about a month. Her ftools were in ge^ 
neral grean, and four fmelling^ and the difeafe 
was Howly gaining ground. About a week 
ago, the purging was checked by teftaceous 
powders; and whether from this, or from a 
fudden change in the difeafe, the day after the 
purging ftopped ihe was feized with flight but 
general convulfions, which daily increafed, tm- 
til yefterday morning, when they carried hei^ 
off. When the ^afms commenced, the return 
of the purging was procured by laxative medi- 
cines ; then fhe had anodyne injections given, 
and every imaginable antifpafmodic, without 
the fmalleft effed. 

The day after the purging was checked, 1 
obferved an eruption all over her ikin, whichi 
upon examination, proved to be the ftrophulus 
candidus ' . 

> See the firft number of Dr. WiUan^s excellent book ofl 
eruptive difeafe«. 
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In this child, the original difeafe had by no 
means arrived at fo great a height as I have 
feen it. The emaciation was not fo great as 
is ufual, nor the purging nor derangement in 
the alimentary canal fo 4etermined. I had per* 
miflion to examine the abdomen. 

DISSECTION. 

Upon opening the belly, the inteftines ap-? 
peared peculiarly white and free from blood, 
unlefs on fome places on the mefentery, where 
there were fome fmall congeries of turgid 
veins, but which were far from being inflam^ 
mations. . 

In feveral parts of the inteftinal canal, there 
were remarkable contractions of the diameter 
of the gut, even to the dimeniions of a common 
earth worm j and of thefq contractions, at lead 
five or fix were apparent, without deranging 
the natural fituation of the vifcera. 

This was exadly the ilate of the inteftines, 
which fhould have led me to expedt intus-fuf- 
ception of fome portion of them ; and accord- 
ingly, upon turrting up fome of the convolu- 
tions of the ilium, I obferyed a perfed intus- 
fufception of a few inches of the gut, but with- 
out inflammatiou or adhefion of the inclof<;d 
portion. 

Upoi^ fpreading out the mefentery, fome of 
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the ladeal glands were obferved much enlarged, 
and confiderably inflamed. 

The liv6r was enlarged and firm, and die 
gall-bladder, and the hepatic and cyftic dnd, 
were gorged, and greatly dillended, with a ligfae 
green-coloured 
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EXPLANATION 



br 



Plate viu. 




A, The Liver. 
* B, The GALX/-BLADD£k coniiderably diftend- 
«;d with Bile. 

C» A Remarkable Contra£tion in the Small 
Internes, of which there were feveral con- 
cealed by the Convolutions of the Intestines. 

Dj A Portion of the Small Intestines con- 
tlraded and df awn into the Lower Portion^ fo aft 
to form an Intus-Susception. 

E, T'he Containing Portion of the Intus-Sus- 
ception. 

F, The Colon held out by the Omentum. 

G G, The Glands in the Root of the Me- 
sentery much enlarged. 

H, The Mass of the Small Intestines fallen 
over the Sins. 

I, The Bladder of Urine* 



H 
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CASE VI. 

December ii. 

William B— — 's cinld, thirteen months 
old. 

In this child, the weaning hmfh was feen in 
its lafl ilage. He was W'eaned at eleven months, 
and was at that age healthy. 

Three dayis after he was taken frbtn the 
bread, he was attacked with a purging, whicii 
was megteded, and aUofwed to become habitual^ 
thfc ftools^ however, varying very much. Afttt 
the purging had continued five weeks, inA e- 
maciated and weaekenfed the child, it became 
te& freq\ieM, but his health did not improve ; 
he took little fuflenance, and had a confiaet fb* 
ver, wkK colic pains. The puFging was fuf^ 
pended in frequency only ; for the ftoois were 
ftill k>6fe and clay-<:oloorad, or rather okeay ; 
but, inftead of troubling htm ixiceflkitly during 
the night, they only occurred (Mice ia thirty-fix 
hours. After a wedc pafied in this way, the 
purging returned, and it was fo coi^fflied, that 
his mother obferved that he purged within three 
or four minutes after taking drink of any fort. 
At the end of the feventh week, his extremities 
fwelled, and were with difficulty kept in heat i 

I 
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^ purging w^s sigam r^pi^fibd, bijt ftill h« 
' continued decUfiing. He hg^ been ill now iR>r 
two months ; he has conftant ^ver, thirft» and 
£:€tfulnef& His Hnib^ s^re fweUed» but he ia 
quite ilabby and wafted in fleih } he ileeps yerj 
little, apd requires to be kefM: conftantly in mo* 
tiop in his rnother's arm^ i be has inucb of that 
peevifh expreflion which appears; to be the f^ 
fe6^ of the irritation of conftant pain i his urine 
, is fcapty and high coloured, like the urine of a 
jaundiced perfon. Round the anus there is a 
confiderabla eicoriation, froni the acrimcoeiy of 
the dejedions. |Iis bres^th has a heavy, four, 
and fingularly difagreeable fmell ; his tongue is 
foul and fore, and, together with the reft of his 
mouth, is threatened with aphthee- I do not 
recoiled that he ws^s troubled with the vorait* 
ing which fo often attends this complaint. His 
mother remarked to me» that when the purging 
comes on after the coftive ftate of the bowels,, 
the excrement is greener than when the ftools 
gre lefs frequent. In this boy, the tunica albu- 
ginea has loft its beautiful tranfparent <;olour, 
^nd is of a dead yellowifli hue. 

December i8. 
This boy died yefterday. 

DISSECTION. 
The inteftines, floating in a confiderable 
quantity of deep yellow fluid, appeared white. 
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and almofl pellucid. In feveral parts, thera 
were the fame ftraitenin^, from fpafmodic 
flridure, as in the preceding cafe. I reckoned 
feven fuch contradions in the courfe of the ca^ 
nal : The moil remarkable was a contraction of 
the figmoid flexure and redum, which at firft 
feemed impervious ; and at one part of the ca** 
nal there was an rntus-fufception. 

The mefenteric glands were fomewhat en- 
larged and inflamed, but fo ilightly, that I was 
in doubt whether I (houl^ note this deviation. 

The gall-bladder was greatly diftended, info- 
much, that from the acute turn which the cy& 
tic du£l took, it required fuch preilure of the 
gallrbladder betwixt the fingers, as I feared 
fhould have burfl it, in order to foxce the dark 
bile from the common du£t into the duodenum. 

The liver was large, firm, and of a deep red 
colour. The bladder was fo much diilended, 
as to rife from the pelvis, and its fundus reach- ' 
ed the umbilicus. The ureters were likewife 
enlarged, and the kidneys felt fmall and hard^ 
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CASE VII. 

I did not fee the child who is the fubjed of 
this cafe, until within a few days of his death. 
The difeafe came on fooii after weaning, and 
he had been ill many weeks. The appear- 
ances of the ftools were various ; but the pur- 
ging gradually wafted him. The purging had 
abated before he died; but its effeds were 
fatal. His limbs were (Welled, and his feet, al- 
moft to burfting } and in each of his hams there 
was a large difcoloured ipot, of a copper colour. 
His pain was often very great. Towards the 
end of his illnefs, his ftools were paler than be- 
fore. He had' always been fubjed to diarrhcea, 
from the ilighteft caufes, 

DISSECTION. 

In this cafe, (he whole of the inteftinal canal 
was not fo p^le nor tranfparent as I have feen it, 
but it was fo in fnany parts. The arch of the 
colon was fo much diftended, as to fill the up- 
per part of the abdomen. 

The fmall inteftines were very irregularly 
contradedt This was obfervable in all the con- 
tractions, that they were firm and folid to the 
feeling, but, when fingered or diftended, the 
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thicknefs and folidity entirely vanifhed, and 
they were in no way diflinguifhable from the 
other portions of the gut. Again, when a por- 
tion of the gut, thus contraded, was lifted up, 
it was not round, but irregular, as if moulded 
by the furrounding inteftines. In one of the 
contraSed portions, there was an intus-rfufeep^ 
tion. The gut had ili^ied in but a nery little 
way, and was eafily withdrawn ; and, from tha 
degree of ftif^efs which remained, it appeared 
as if the gut had been doubled before it wm 
drawn in. The ftomaph was much contraiAtd. 
The UTer was large, firm, and of a bright red 
colour. The gall-bladder was large and emptyi 
at leaft it appeared ib, although there was i| 
large fpoonful of bile contained in it. The bik 
was of a dark green colour, and had fialpes float* 
inginit« 



\ 
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t:As£ ym. 

July 12. 

Mr. L ^s daughter was weaned at (ix 

months, when (he was fed upon panada chiefly, 
and weak broths. Three weeks after and about 
a fortnight ago, the difeafe began. The flools 
were flimy and four fmelling, and the difeafe 
was reducing her very fiift. A fevere vomit- 
ing came on the day before yefterday^ and has 
been conflant ever fince. Yeflerday the pur- 
ging was fufpended, but it returned in the 
night, and is very fevere. Her urine is high 
coloured ; the child is alarmingly weak ; ihe 
has great thirft ; her tongue is very foul^ and 
ihe has a hedic glow upon the cheek. 

July 13. 

She died laft night, quite exhaufted by the vo^ 
miting and purging. 

The difledtion was not allowed. 



In this cafe, no attempt had been made ei- 
ther by medicine or change of diet to check 



the progrds of this difeafe, and die rapid 
termination of it is to be afcribed to the fii^ 
muli, which had primarily occafioned it, con*^ 
tinuing to ad upon the highly irritable in« 
tellinesi 
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fcAS^ IX 



FsBRUiCRY I a. 

< 

Mr. T *s child, eight months old. 

Thit child was weaned between her fourth 
imd fifth month, from her mother having been 
deprived of her milk by an epidemic fever a- 
bout the beginning of November. About eight 
days after weaning, fhe took a purging, which 
has never left her fince. She is now conftantly 
fretful ; her fleep is unrefrefhing, and her appe- 
tite is much depraved ; her countenance is al- 
ternately of a fallow palenefs and flufhed. She 
has a confiderable heat of ikin, and thirft, and 
her urine is fcanty and high coloured, dying 
linen cloths of a deep yellow ; her ftools ' are 
quite watery, very frequent, and of a brownifh 
colour. She generally vomits every thing which 
{he takes at her meals ; and fometimes the ali- 
ment thus rejeded is mixed with bile. 

With ftrid attention to be paid to her diet, I 
ordered her to have half a grain of calomel, 
mixed with fix grains of prepared chalk, and 
four grains of powdered cafliai night and morn- 
ing, and a -flannel drefs. 

X 
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February 13. 

She was laft night no better; her purging 

was rather more frequent. 

February 14. 

Laft night much as before ; her purging not 

quite fo frequent ; the dejedions are changed to 

a dark brown colour. 

February i 5. 

Her mother declared, that iince this child W£is 
wfeaned, (he has not had fo good a night, which 
ihe attributes entirely to the powders. She had 
only two ftools in the laft twelve hours, which 
were very dark and fetid ; her thirft and fever 
are fomewhat abated. 

February if. 

tier ftook are exceedingly dark. She conti<& 
hues to recover her health. And now I have an 
additional proof that the calomel has had the 
principal efFe£l: in her amendment ; for 'the flan- 
nel which her mother was defired to apply, had 
been negledied or withheld. 

February 24. 

The looks of this girl are much improved^ 
and I confider her as rapidly recovering. All 
the febrile fymptoms are gone. She has not 
more than two ftools in the twenty-four hourS| 
and they are of a more natural appearance, al« 
though it does not appear from them as if the 
nutritive procefs were as yet perfed, as part of 
her diet pafles crude and unconcoi^ed. 

I 
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February 26. 
child continues very well. Upon exa- 
the mouth to-day, I obferved the firft 
tooth about to pierce the under gum. 

In fumming up this cafe, I am naturally led 
to compare it with the fixth cafe. The children 
feemed to me, when I firft faw them, to be very 
much in the fame fiate. The courfe and ter--. 
mination of the cafes will fuggeft a ufeful leilbn. 



In the beginning of April, the fame little girl 
had a return of the purging, which was again 
removed by ^ ibort courfe of calomel. 



•0 
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CASE X. 

JMEay 6. 

Mr. N — 's child, eleven mcHitlii pld, ^id 
been remarkably healthy and cheerful, and hud 
never taken any thing but breaft railk, until 
the day ihe was weaned. Her mother, from 
having had an attack of acute rheumatifm, was 
forced, without preparation, to wean her ex* 
aSly five weeks ago. On the day after wean- 
ing, ihe was taken with a purging, which has 
been violent ever fince. The dejections were 
green at firft, and attended with tenefmus, 
which made her complain violently before each 
flool. Her flools have varied much — ^yefter- 
day they were quite watery, fo that the linen 
looked as if it had been ftained by the matter 
of a gonorrhoea ; and by their acrimony they 
have occafioned fome excoriation. Her urine 
is high coloured and hot, her tongue is white, 
and her breath is heavy fmelling. As ufual, 
(he has become j^ tempered, particularly during 
the night; ihe has loil her former roiy com- 
plexion ; and there is^ rather a loofenefs in the 
mufcles, than an abfolute emaciation. 

She has great thirft. The drink ihe takes 
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U cliiefly milk and v^ter, and, for tbefe two 
days (he has vomited it curdled. Before (he 
was weaned, (he had two teeth in each jaw, 
which came without any difficulty. About a 
fortnight ago, two more came through in the 
upper jaw ; but the difeafe has been more vio* 
lent fince. The gums are perfedly healthy, 
and there is, for the prefent, no appearance of 
any more teeth coming forward. 

May 7. 

She had an anodyne glyfler laft night, which 
(he kept a good many hours. She had half a 
grain of calomel, which is to be nepeated every 
night and morning. 

May 8. 

She has had four dofes of calomel, and her 
belly is already more regular. The (lools ap- 
pear of a very brown colour. 

May 11. 

Since bed^time laft night, (he has had only 
one motion. Her looks are improved, and 
her thirft has left her. She is in every refpeft 
better. 



In this child, the difeafe was increafing. It 
had not, however, arrived to fuch a height as 
to make it improbable that it (hould yield to the 
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remedies which I ufed before I thought of ca« 
lomeL But I had obferved, that children fo 
immediately recover their appetite upon the 
adminiftration of calomel, that I thought it 
proper to give the medicine which would moft 
fpeedily reftore the patient to perfe<5t health. 



«3 



CASE XL 



Seftember 9. 

., two years three months 



bid, has a frequent purging^ which began four 
days ago, and whkh atofe firOm the carelefT- 
nefs of his attendant, in having permitted him 
to eat fome potatoes. The excretions from 
the inteilines are greenifh and flimy. The 
child is fo much reduced by them, that he tot* 
ters as he walks, and is quite pale and fickly. 
He has confiderable thirft ; his appetite, how** 
fever, is liot much impaired; his ikin is hot^. 
iand his pulfe is quickened by the leaft exertion. 
' This child has been, all his life, liable to di« 
iirrhoea, from the ilighteft caufes. He had it 
firequeiitly while on the breafl ; and, upon be« 
ing weaned, he had a fevere attack of weaning 
bra{h ; fince which time, from the lead devia* 
tion in the regimen or diet which is pointed out 
for him, he invariably fuffers in his bowels. 
He has had feveral attacks fimilar to the pre* 
ient ; and indeed, to a certain degree, he has 
had a habitual loofenefs, which has kept him a 
pale and p\my child. He has afforded feveral 
proofs of the efficacy of calomel in removing 
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thefe complaints $ for he has always recovered 
in a few days after the adminiflration of it. 

September 15. 
I ordered for this child, previoudy to giving 
him the powders with calomel, a dofe of eight 
grains of rhubarb, from thinking that the irri- 
tation might be kept up by fome indigefted 
food lodging in the bowels (a thing which I 
have known to take place many days after it 
had been taken); and after the rhubarb had 
produced a confiderable effed upon the bowels, 
I recommended that a dofe of calomel fhould 
be given twice a-day. The child very foon re-* 
covered from the purging, and is again reftored 
to his uTual ftate of health. 



^s 



CASE xn. 

Saturday, September 19. i8oi. 
To-day I was again fent for, to vifit the child 
whofe cafe is related in p. 15* I had not feen 
her fince the 1 6th of June ; but I underftand 
that fhe has never been altogether well, that Ihe 
has, ever fince, had a loofenefs, although to no 
very great extent. About three weeks ago, fhe 
was fent to the country, in the expedation that 

fhe would benefit by change of air ; but, being 
thus removed from the more immediate ob- 
fervation of her mother, fhe was not fo well at- 
tended to in her diet ; in particular, fhe was al- 
lowed conflantly to fwill down new milk. This 
nourifhment proved too heavy for her flomach, 
and aggravated the purging, and brought away 
great quantities of flime, mixed with green 
fceces. She was brought home fome days ago 
much worfe, and on Thurfday her mouth was 
obferved to be fore. To-day her friends were 
inuch alarmed at the appearance of it, and at 
the flate of her bowels. 

On her tongue there are feveral ulcers, each 
about the fize of 2^ herring fcale, with inflamed 
edges, and, judging from the exprefOon of the 
child when any dry food is put into the mouth, 

K 
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very painful. The lips refemble the dry and 
chopped lips of a perfon in typhus, fmeared 
with fordes, and with the ragged cuticle hang- 
ing from them in ihreds. She has juft got one 
double tooth in the upper jaw ; and, judging 
finom the breadth of the gums of the imder jaw, 
there are double teeth about to free themfelves 
on each fide. The excretion from the belly is 
ilimy, frequent, and four. The child ileeps 
none, has conliderable third, would take fufte- 
nance, but is almoft convulfed with pain when 
any thing is put into her mouth. 

Hab. Pulr. Rhei, gr. tu 
S£PT£Ra£R 22. 

She has had half a grain of calomel morning 
and evening fince the ipdu The loofeneis is 
ibmewhat checked in frequency ; the aphthous 
date of her mouth is not worfe ; the child is 
(till in confiderable pain, and does not ileep 
at night. The diet has been particularly at- 
tended to, and no drink allowed, but rice 
gruel, with a little milk in it. 

]B» Mucil. Amyl. % ij. 
Tina. Kin. 5 fi. 

Thcb. gt. ▼. M. 
f. Enem. Injic h. f. 

September 25. 
The preicribed plan has been adhered to, 
and the child is ftrikingly relieved. The glyfter 
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has procured regular fleep for the child, and the 
ulcers in the mouth are fkinned over. The de- 
jedHons are much lefs frequent ; and, although 
it will require a longer courfe of the calomel to 
efi&d a complete reftoration, yet they are much 
more of a healtl^y and concoi^ed nature. 



From my Notes, I could add a great many 
cafes more which have been fortunately treated 
by calomel ; but I think it unneceflary to mul- 
tiply the prooft, as thole which I have adduced 
will demonftrate its ufefulnefs. The examples 
which I have already given, are quite fufEcient 
to illuflrate the fymptoms of this difeafe, which 
indeed admits of lefs variety than might be 
imagined. 
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ERRATA- 



Bige 10. line 20. For Spegelii read Spigelii. 
26. 10. ^er may inferi be:, 

ay. I • For detention read accumuk' 

1 tion. 

39. penult. For Hiftory read Hiftories. 
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I . AN OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY AND CURE OF 
FEVER, Endemic and Contagious, more exprefsly the Conta- 
gious Fever of Jails, Ships, Hofpitals, the Concentrated Ende- 
mic, vulgarly the Tellow Fever of the Weft-Indies ; to which 
is added, an Explanation of the Principles of Military Difci- 
pline and Economy, with a Scheme of Medical Arrangements 
for Armies, by* Robert Jackfon, M. D. in one volume 8vo.— 
Price 78» boards. 

** Dr. Jackibti, it ■p]>ean, hat been engaged in the medical department of 
the army ever fince the year I774t and fpent a lai^ poruon of that time in the 
Weft-Indiet and in America. Fever, ai the moft frequent and moft fatal dii^ 
eafe ifa thofe countries, employed the greater part of his attention. He hat been 
accnftomed, he iayt, to tale minatet of the cafet he attended, and from time 
to time to corrcA and artan^ them. In the year 1 791, he publiflied the refult 
of hit obfervationt to that time. This work having been well received by hit 
brethren of the profeffion of phyCc, he wat thence induced to continue hit 
bboort, in order to make it worthy of their acceptance. 

<* The author hat fince had opportunity of ieeme and treating the contagioua 
fever, at it appeared in the Britifli army in Enghmd, Holland, and Ireland, from 
the year 1793 to the year X796; and w yellow ferer, which committed fuch 
dreadful ravages among our troopt in the Ifland of St, Domingo, during the 
jeart 1796, X7971 and part of the year X798 ; and it will be found that his 
indttftry has equalled hit opportunitiet. 

« He hat taken a large and comprehenfive Tiew of hit fubjeA, and, intro- 
dudory to the partt we have noticed, hat given the hiftory of the contagioua 
and of the concentrated endemic, at they appeared in the partt where he prin- 
cipally refided, with humane and judiciout obfervationi on the canfe ot the 
great mortality attending them among our troopt. 

** There it alio an ample coUcdion of cafet, feemio^ly impartially and Mth* 
inllj detailed, the author givinr thofe in which he fuled at well at thofe in 
which he wat focceisfuL On tne whole, we recommend this work to the feri- 
out perulal of medical men, particularly of thde employed in the army and 
■avy in the WefUndict or America.*'—- ^rilj/S CniUfir Jamuuj xSoo. 

** The confeqoencet of fever are very accurately detailed, and the local ac- 
tion of a febrile caufe, either at thrown on the inteilinet producing diarrfaeea 
and dvleocery, or en the ikiii occafiooing cmptioai or vlcerti camnlly cxa* 
auncd* 
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*« Oi^ the whole, we think this work truly original, and that it difphyi mnch 
uicfol information ; and we can recoitoieiid the author aa a man of abilitj, 
jadgment, and obfer? ation.**-*£ir£rirW Hemrw^ Deawther xSoo. 

*< This work appears to be the refult of much careful obfenration, and to 
merit the attention of praAitiooers who are attached to the army. 

^ The account of dmedxons of patients who died of the yellow fever ts va* 
luable* becaufe it feems to be formed from numerous and accurate obfervatioiis. 

* The fubioiiied treittilb on militanr ^ciplinc, Ac coiiiaina ufeful obferfa- 
tibns, and ihould be pernfed by muttary men/*— ilfMli6(^ Review^ Ntvader 
1799, 

2. OBSERVATIONS on the ZOONOMIA of ERASMUS 
DARWIN, M. D. by Thomas Brown, Efq. one large vol. 870. 
— Price 8s. boards. 

** Mr. Brown is the firft formidable aatagonift whom the novelty of Dr. 
Darwin*8 theories has proToked. He has entered on his inveftigation, how- 
ever, with all the refpeA due to the great talents and eztenfive knowledge 
of the author whom he cntidfes ; and whatever may have been our partiality 
to the beautiful fabric which he attempts to overthrow, we muft conuder him 
as a champion worthy of beise admitted to the encounter. 

*< To conclude, ^e think that this book is a very rcipe^ble fpecimen of 
the author's talents and attainments. With much vigour and acutencfs of mind, 
it exhibits a liberal and truly philofophical fpirit ; and though we have ven- 
tured in fome inftanccs to exprefs a difference of opinion vrith Mr. Brown, we 
cannot take leave of his performance without intimating our hope that vre fliaU 
have frelh occafions hereafter of giving our unbiafled ful&age to his abilities.'*— 
Monthly Review^ Jtnu »nd July 1 799. 

3. ELEMENTS OF CHEMISTRY AND NATURAL 
HISTORY ; to which is prefixed, the Philofophy of Chemiftry, 
b^ A. F. Fourcroy, the fifth edition \ with Notes by John 
Thomfon, Surgeon in Edinburgh, j vols, rpyal 8?o. — Vnct xL 
IIS. 6d. in boards* 

'< This edition has a claim to our attention on account of the Notes which 
have been added by the Editor, and which we have indeed perufed with much 
pleafnre. Mr. Thomfon has not, like many Editors, contented himfelf with 
giving the teat of his author with only a few fuperficial remarks ; on the con- 
trary, he has added many^ copious and valuable Notes to each chapter, the felec* 
tion and number of which difcovcr much judgment, and conuderable extent 
of chemical reading. By thefe Notes, alfu, this Edition has in a great mea- 
fure been made to keep pace with the rapid progrefs of Chemical Science fince 
the publication of the original work. The Notes on the Animal Kingdom, 
Partly, are particularly inftrudive and interefting; the fame may indeed be 
iaid nearly of the whole : and we have no doubt that this Edition will be found 
highly ttfeful to chemical ftudents."— AJ0ii/% Rtminv, Dee. xSoi. 

4. ESSAYS ON THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN, with 
Gafes and Difleaions. Eflay L Of Cynanche Trachealis, or 
Croup. By John Cheync, M. D. Fellow of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Edinburgh. In one vol. imperial Odavo, 
iUuftrated with finely coloured Difleaions-^Price ics. in 
boards. 

5. A SYSTEM OF DISSECTIONS, explaining the Ana- 
tomy of the Human Body, the Manner of difplaying its Parts, 

I 
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and thar Varieties in Difeafe. Volume L containing the 
Difled^ions of the Abdomen, Thorax, Pelvis, Thigh, and I^eg. 
The fecond edition. By Charles Bell, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. — ^Price lU ps. 6d. fewed. 

6. ' — — 'f Vol II. Part I. con- 

taining the Difledlions €l the Arm, of the Neck and Face, of 
the Nenrous Syftem of the Viibera, and of the Brain — ^with 
PlateSf folio. — rrice 6$. fiswed. 

J. ENGRAVINGS OF THfi ARTERIES, illuftratlng the 
Second Volume of the Anatomy of the Human Body by J, Bell» 
Surgeon ; and fenriqg as an IntroduSton to the Surgery of the 
Arteries. By Charles Bell. — ^Price il. is. in boards* 

8. THE ANATOMY OF THE GRAVID UTERUS, 
with Pra&ical Inferences relative to Pregnancy and Labour, by 
Jolm Bums, Surgeon, Glafgow, in one volume 8vo.— J?rice 
5s. in boards* 

9. DISSERTATIONS ON INFLAMMATION, contain, 
iqg, I ft, Preliminary Diflertation on fome of the Laws of the 
Animal Economy — ad, On the Hiftory, Caufes, and Confe* 
quences of Simple Inflammation — 3d, On the Phagedenic, and 
u>me other fpedes of Inflammation— r4th. On thie Sponged 
Inflammation—- 5 th, On the Scrophulous Inflammation— *6th^ 
On the Canceisous Inflammation | by die lame Author, in 2 
volSf 8vo. — ^Price 14s. in boards. 

i«. AN ESSAY ON THE MORE COMMON WEST- 
INDIA DISEASES ; and the Remedies which that Country 
itfelf Produces : To which are added, Some Hints on the Ma- 
nagement, &c. of Negroes, by James Grainger, M. D. The 
fecond edition ; with Pra£tical Notes, and a Linnsean Index, 
by William Wright, M. D. F. R. S. Phyfician to his Majefty's 
Forces. Oftavo— Price 3s. fewed. 

II. A PRACTICAL SYSTEM OF SURGERY, lUuf- 
trated with Cafes on many of the SubjeAs, and with Copper- 
plates, by James Latta, Surgeon in Edinburgh, 3 vols. 8vo.— - 
Price iL is. fewed. 

I a. ELEMENTS OF NATURAL HISTORY, being an 
Introdu£lion to the Syftema Naturae of Linnaeus, comprifing 
the Charafbers of the whole Genera and moft remarkable Spe- 
cies, particularly of all that are Natives of Britain, with the 
principal circumftances of their Hiftory and Manners; like- 
wife an Alphabetical Arrangement, with Definitions of Tech- 
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nical TermS} in 2 toIs. 8vo. with Twdve Explanatory Cop« 
perplates. — Price xSs. in boards. 

** To reduce fuch i body of information within (b finall a oomiMia, ind im 
an order fo cooTenient, required ikill tnd paint hj which a mnch more often* 
tatioos work might well have been ezecatco. We have in Englilh no compend 
of Zoology that, for accuracy and utility, can afeire to compirifoa with this 
coe. By the contrivance pf the author, or compiler, it combAOct all the advaii- 
tases of a Fmna BrttaaMtts with thofe of a compend of the general hiftory of 
Unng animals. It joint much of the general Philofophy of Natural Hiftory with 
the orderly detail of fo many of the minuter fa6b belonguiff to the Ccience. Its 
flyle hat the fimplicity, the precifion, the correteeft which we fliould chiefly 
defire in a work like tms. We are aftoniihed that the author fl|oul4 have been 
able to defcend in a work of this fiae to the enumeration of fo many fpedet, 
and to enter into fuch a detail of the manners of the different animalt which he 
defcribet. If he hat freely availed himfelf of the information fnmiflied bv o^ 
ther writert, he hat ufed with a mafterly hand whatever he had occafion to oor- 
row. With fuch a manual, the Student of Zoblo(^7 may make more rapid pro^ 
greft, than by any other meant which we can pomt out to him."— ^N/yacn^M 
Rtnkvtfsr July \io%. 

13. A GENERAL SYSTEM OF NATURE, through the 
Three Grand Kingdoms of AnimalSi Vegetables, and Mine-f 
rals \ fyftematically divided into their feveral Clafles, Orders. 
Genera, Species, and Varieties, with their Habitations, Man« 
ners, Economy^ Stru£lure, and Peculiarities. TranQated from 
Gmelin's laft Edition of the celebrated Syftema Naturae, by Sic. 
Charles Linne. Amended and enlarged by the improvements 
and Difcoveries of later Naturalifts and Societies ; with appro- 
priate Copperplates* By William Turton, Author of the Me* 
dical Gloflary, in 4 large vols, 8vo. — ^Price 2I. los. in boards. 

*^* The Vegetable and Mineral Kingdoms, which complete 
the Works of Linnaeus, are in great forwardners.-^Thc 
whole will be comprifed in 7 vols, of about 820 pages 
pach, price to Subfcribers 3I. xjs. 6d. 



73 

It may not be amifs to date the error in the 
genera morborum, which gave rife to this diag? 
noflic. 

As fynohymous to Cynanche Tkaciualis, 
Dr. Cullen (Synop. No/. Metb. g. x.) mentions, 

SuFFOCATio Stridula, Scotis The Croup, CL 
Home on the Group. 

Asthma Infantum, Millar on the Afthma an4 
Chincough. 

Asthma Infantum Sfasmooicum, Rujh^ Dif- 
fertation, London, X770. 

Cynanche Stridula, Crauford^ Diflert. Inaug. 
Edinb. 1771. 

The firft and laii of thefe difTeitations treat 
of Croup, the intermediate two of the Afthma 
Infantum, the difeafe which occurred to the 
fiiberman's boy. 

Dr. Cullen, by departing from his ufual ac- 
curacy and difcrimination, has obliged me, in 
the firft paragraph of the Eflay, to ftate pre- 
cifely the nature of the difeafe of which I was 
about to treat, a thing in the prefent inftance of 
the laft importance in a pradical point of view, 
and to define it from the morbid organic con- 
dition, rather than from the fymptoms^ which^ 
in a regular book of nofology, is unqueftiona- 
bly the preferable mode. My definition, therefore, 
is to be confidered rather as an enunciation of 
the fubjeft ; for had I not been compelled by 
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this miflake, I ihould not have thought it ne« 
ceflary to give any definition of a difeafe^ 
which is particularly defcribed in the next page. 
The advocates for the operation of bronchoto- 
my, which, I find, is ftill recommended, will 
do well to attend to the diftindion between the 
two difeafes. I imagine I need hardly fay, that 
in the afthma infantum there is no inflamma-& 
tory membrane. 

In the prefent flate of furgery, I fcarcely 
thought it neceflary to add much in fupport 
of my opinion as to the unfitnefs of the ope- 
ration of bronchotomy : But as I have been 
blamed for rejecting this operation in the cure 
of croup, I fhall confider it in another point of 
view. At the fame time I ihould hope, that 
what I have already faid will have influence 
with moll phyficians. 

Although in fome inftances, where the mem- 
brane has been formed and expedorated, and 
the child in confequence has recovered, the 
affedion appears not to have extended much 
beyond the larynx ^, yet I am convinced, that 
in nine cafes of ten, the immediate caufe of 
death is not fo much the narrowing and ob- 
flrudion of the flream of air occafioned by the 



^ This too mult iii a gres\t meafure be the cafe in the pecu- 
liarity explained in /• 22. 
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membrane % as the puriform fluid with which 
the bronchiae are filled ; for in moft of my dif- 
fedions^ the puriform fluid has been found fo 
completely to gorge the lungs, that the air 
would have been met by this fluid, and pre- 
vented from finding its way into the air cells, 
even had it pafled the larynx eafily, or had the 
membranous effufion which lines the lar3nix 
been removed. This puriform fluid I conceive 
to be a mixture of the lymphatic effufion of the 
minute branches of the trachea, of the natural 
exhalation of the lungs, and of mucus. He 
who imagines that the difeafe is always confined 
to the larynx, takes a limited view of croup ; 
for by continuous fympathy, or from the ex- 
citing caufe ading as violently there as at the 
larynx, the inflammation often, perhaps always 
in fome degree, extends to the more minute 
branches of the windpipe ; and I have adual- 
ly feen the membrane regularly formed in 
branches, not a line in diameter, which proves 
that inflammation had fubfifl:ed as violently 
in thefe branches, as it ufually does in the 
larynx, 

Suppofe, then, in performing this operation. 



_ • 

^ In Cafe VIII. there was no mechanical obftrudlion in the 
trachea. It was indeed inflamed ; but the immediate caufe of 
death might be fought in the efiufion of the lungs^ and the ge- 
neral affeflion. 

Lij 



76 

that the thyroid veins, and all the neighbour* 
ing .blood-veflels, could be fo commanded, that 
not one drop of blood fhould be poured out to 
embarrafs the operator ; that the membrane, as 
it lines the larynx, were extradted ; and^ to a-^ 
void any difficulty from the fpafm of the la* 
rynx, that a tube were introduced into the tra- 
chea, and that the child were breathing through 
this tube, By what means could we promote 
the expectoration of the puriform matter which 
fo generally fills the lungs ? 

Is it a confideration entirely to be overlooked, 
that the operation is to be performed upon an 
organ in a ftate perhaps of high inflammation ? 

It is alleged, that one child did efcape from 
this operation ^. When the furgeons of former 

* Burferius^ Vol. V. § ccccxxxvii. Inji. Med. PraB. Burfc- 
rius, like evexy otlier fyftem-maker, moft depend upon the ob<» 
fervations of other men for the greater part of the intelligence 
which he is to communicate } and accordingly he follows Mi-^ 
chaelis (fequar CI. Chrift. Frider. Michaelium, qui hujufce 
morbi hiftoriam prie aliis accuratiffime confcripfiti \ ccccxxiv.)| 
who has in fome meafure made up for his want of experience 
in this difeafe by his induftry. The imperfed cafe which 
Burferius gives from his correfpondent Locatellius, cannot be 
admitted in evidencei until the hiftory of the difeafe previoufly 
to the operation be known. That the impreiEon made by this 
operation upon the mind of Burferius himfelf was very faint, 
may be inferred from the manner in which he propofes bron- 
chotomy. << In extremo fuffbcationis periculo, fola tracheo- 
<< tomia, reliquis irritis fpem aliquam facit quanquam non ab 
" omnibus probetur,** JL. c. 
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times ^ere performing operations for iliac paf- 
{ion» there may perhaps be an inflance on re-* 
cord, where the patient has furvived. But 
forely this would not be reafbn enough, why 
fhch an attempt ihould again be made. I muft 
ftill maintain^ that it becomes the furgeon, 
for the credit of his profeffion, to decline an 
operation fo improbable, and which proceeds 
from a mechanical and contraded view of the 
difeafe. 

Dr. RoUo's cafe, although in an adult, does 
hot invalidate my opinion^ that debility of the 
trachea predifpofes to croup ; for in his patient, 
the upper part of the trachea was previoufly re- 
duced to a ftate of debility, by a fevere attack of 
catarrh, a precurfor to croup, which is daily ob- 
fervable in children; 

Before concluding, I may obferve, that, in 



Were it judged right to perform this operation, a more 
hopelefs way of doing it (fo far as I recolle^i for I have not the 
book by me)i could not have been thought on. There was a 
tranfverfe incifion made between the fecond and third ring, 
and another between the fourth and fifth. Then there were 
two longitudinal incifions made, one on each fide of the rrachea, 
which joining the tranfverfe ones at right angles, freed a qua- 
drangular piece of cartilage two rings in length, and in all pro- 
bability at leaft a third of the circumference of the traclKa in 
breadth, which was removed. 

I have known this operation performed in two inflances, 
both of which were fatal, one of them under the mod hroMT^ 
able circumftancesi for the patient was an adult. 
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tlie fecond ftage of croup, I have had no fuccefs 
in adminiflering calomel, which I have done in 
many inftances fince the foregoing Eflay was 
written ; that my opinion of its virtues is di- 
miniflied by an extended experience of its ef- 
feds ^ . During the firft ftage, in violent at- 

'' The praife given by (bme phyficians to calomel I was at a 
lofs to explain, when I found .it accounted for in a paper on 
Croup, by Dr. Ferriar of Manchefter {Medical Hiftories and 
RefleBions^ Vol. IIL), which I lately read with more fatisfac- 
tion than any thing that t have feen upon the fubjed. He 
obferves, that ** children who are liable to attacks of the 
'' croup, are fometimes feized with the deep barking cough^ 
*' which will increafe to fuch a degree, as to excite mjick 
<< alarm» about the ufual time of the dangerous exacerbation ; 
** yet it will decreafe again, and at length go entirely off, 
** without any remedies but common demulcents. Cafes of 
*' this kind, I fufpeft, have been defcribed as genuine pa« 
'^ roxyfms of croup, and very trifling methods of cure have 
*^ been recommended, in confequence of their apparent effi- 
'^ cacy in the fpurious croup, which always cures itfelf." 
The fpurious croup is that croupy cough which I have men« 
tioned, p. z8. 

The only expe£latIon from calomel which occurs to me, i8» 
that it will occaGon a new a£tion in the trachea, and thus pre- 
vent the difeafe from running its fatal courfe to effufion. In 
this view, calomel can be of no ufe in the fecond ftage, where 
the inflammatory a&ion is completed, and where our fole hope 
is from expediorants. In the firft ftage, I have given it as my 
opinion, that the way to fucceed, is to endeavour to obtain a 
refolution of the inflammation ; and indeed where there is no- 
thing peculiar in an inflammation, this is a preferable defign to 
that of inducing a new a&ion in a part. The phyfician whom 
I have already quoted in this note, fays, that the difeafe will 
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tacks, I {hould think myfelf criininal, were I 
to neglect blood-letting and the .antiphlogiftic 
regimen, in favour of any other meafure ; for I 
am more and more convined, that previoufly to 
the formation of the membrane, the difeafe is 
certainly to be cured by the means • which I 

generally be fatal, if the alarming fymptoms be not mitigated 
within the firft fix hours. To this I do not siccede ; for I hare 
more than once relieved children, where croup had come on 
^armingly, by bleedingi on the morning after* But I may ven- 
ture to affirm, that the difeafe, if not within the twelve or fix- 
teen hours from the invafion of the alarming fymptoms, will 
not be cured at all ; and this, doubtlels, allows too limited a 
period for the influence of calomel, which^ it is a common ob- 
fervation, is even more tardy in afFeAing the fyftem of chiU 
dren, than that of grown people. However, fhould calomel be 
propofed on any other principle, I (hall willingly give it every 
fiarther confideration. For the prefent, I mud decline ufing 
it, unlefs in fuch a variety ^8| is mentioned p. 28. note 6. 

* It was dated to me as a ferious obje£tion to the foregoing 
Eflay, that, in the cure of Croup, I had brought forward no- 
thing new. This it was not my intention to do. I found the 
pradice unfixed, when I firft entered on the confideration of 
this difeafe ; and my obje£t, in the firft place, was to determine, 
for my own fatisfa£^ion, what courfe I (hould follow, under 
circumftances which occurred fo frequently. My opinion is 
eftabliflied, that this is an inflammatory difeafe, which, in the 
firft ftage, is to be treated by a ftri£l antiphlogiftic regimen, 
by emetics, and the warm bath : When violent, by blifters, 
large bleedings, and other evacuations,^ 24. et/fq. In the fe- 
cond ftage, by emetics, expeAorants, and blifters; and that, while 
we have agents fo powerful we fhould neither truft to calo- 
meli afafoetidai nor any other drug which has been hithoto 

I 
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have recommended. But when^ by the pal^ 
nefs of the vifage, the lividity of the lips, and 
the ghaftlinefs of the eyes ; by the cough evi- 
dently becoming more flridulous, although lefts 
fonorous ^ ; and by the changes which I have 
pointed out, we difcover that the inflammatory 
ilage is over; I have no objedion to offer againft 
calomel ; fo that it does not preclude the ufe of * 
expedorants, among which I may raijk medi- 
cated vapours ; but I particularly allude to eme- 
tics, which I prefer to all other remedies in^ the 
complete ftage of croup. 

offered as a fpecific for croup. Should I have been fuccefsful 
ill bringing other phyficians to think that thefe are fair con- 
cluGonS) my ohjcGt is gained in its fulled extent, and my time 
has been as ufefully employed, aa. if I bad been experimenting 
in order to produce a new remedy, which, as is fhown by 
daily experience, however excellent in the fenfe of the inno« 
vator, is generally found only to involve the phyfician in frefli 
doubts. 

' A hoarfe, deep, barking cough is not fo alarming as a 
(lirilly crowing and ftridulous one. The latter always charac- 
terifes the fecond ftage. 
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